
Second Battalion. 249

Failing to do so, it was 10 a. m. when we reached the island

and 12 o'clock before the men, arms and ammunition could

be got on shore, owing to their having to be taken on lighters.

Having distributed all of my ammunition, I started for the

scene of action, but soon met scores of stragglers, who re-

ported everything lost and the Confederate forces entirely

dispersed.

Notwithstanding these discouraging reports, my men kept

in good spirits and pressed on with animation. On reach-

ing jonr camp, and having the worst reports confirmed, T

called upon you for orders, and was told to proceed to a point

some mile or two distant, under the guidance of Major Wil-

liamson, and take position.

After proceeding about half a mile we came suddenly upon

a Federal regiment, which I have since learned was the Twen-

ty-first Massachusetts. The two advanced companies of the

respective commands were about seventy-five paces apart, I

being some twenty paces in advance of mine. 1 gave the

command, "By company into line," when the officer in com-

mand of the Federal regiment threw up his hand and cried

out: "Stop, stop. Colonel; don't fire; you are mistaken!"

Believing it to be a trick, I repeated my command. There^

upon the Federal officer gave the command, "Fire." My
advanced companies returned the fire, firing at will after the

first volley. Finding that there was some confusion, and not

knowing the ground, I soon became satisfied that I could not

form my men in line of battle to any advantage on the ground

that they then occupied, so I ordered them to fall back a short

distance and form behind the log houses occupied by Colonel

Jordan's Regiment as quarters. This they did in good order.

1'he Federals fell back immediately after. Immediately

after forming behind the houses, Lieutenant-Colonel Fowle,

of the Thirty-first North Carolina, passed by with a white

flag, and stated that a surrender had been determined upon.

My loss was three men killed and five wounded, two of

whom have since died. I am happy to be able to report fa-

vorably of the action of both officers and men. The enemy's

loss, as I learned from themselves, was between twenty and


